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Welcome Back 
I hope you managed to have a relaxing 
break whether you stayed in Sydney or 
went away. The bushfires in NSW, 
Victoria and Queensland were horrific 
and I sincerely hope that you were not 
caught up in them and if you were that 
you and your families were safe. I was 
contacted during the holidays by a 
number of ex-students who indicated 
they wanted to do something to support 
those affected by bushfires. I have put 
those students in contact with our Year 
12 leadership team and it appears that 
our existing students and ex-students are 
going to have a fund-raising concert in 
our school hall to raise money for those 
affected by bushfires.  
 
Of course, on return to school, we have 
had a number of very hot days, but these 
did not impact as they might have done 
in the past. This is due to our wonderful 
parents whose contributions went to 
paying for air-conditioning in the largest 
classroom block (D block). Now every 
classroom in this block is air-conditioned 
and what a difference it makes to student 
engagement, teaching, and learning.  
 
The P&C are now investigating air-
conditioning in A block. While the art 
block is a beautiful old building with 
many heritage features, it is extremely 
hot in summer and cold in winter. I know 
paying school contributions is not always 
one of our highest priorities but I can 
assure you that your contributions go 
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A school community fostering creativity, individuality and  
leadership while striving for excellence in teaching and learning. 

completely to making a difference for 
all Mosman High students in 
supporting the best possible 
environment for their learning.  
 
The new build 
Speaking of making a significant 
difference to student learning; over the 
past 9 months, ever since the then 
Minister of Education, Rob Stokes 
announced that Mosman High would 
be getting a new building, there have 
been many, many meetings planning 
for this to take place. The business case 
and the architectural plans must be 
completed by April, 2020 and if all 
goes well the new building will become 
a reality. 
 
I have been very impressed with the 
planning that goes on behind the scenes 
and the focus at all times is on ensuring 
that students have minimum disruption 
and are subjected to minimum impact if 
any, while the build is taking place.  
The Mosman community is getting 
behind us and offering support in terms 
of facilities and other resources and 
with the potential of a staged building 
process, students will be 
accommodated on our site. Teachers 
will lose their carpark for the duration 
of the build to provide access but that is 
a price we are prepared to absorb when 
the resulting construction is going to be 
amazing! This will include a much 

Looking at 2020 with vision!  
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larger hall, a much larger library, extra 
classrooms and specialist rooms, a 
bigger admin area, a senior study, dance 
and drama facilities and more. Of course, 
the roof will be a playground and what 
incredible views we will have! 
 
Thank you to Evan Predavec our P&C 
president and other members of the P&C 
who have given up their time to make 
contributions to the vision and we hope 
as time progresses to be able to give you 
all more details when the final design is 
completed.  
 
Congratulations to the Class of 2019! 
Year 12, 2019 were always a lovely 
group of young people and their 
dedication and commitment to their 
studies was reflected in their fantastic 
results. This was a very large year group 
with almost 200 students and their 
achievements were evident across the 
full range of subjects. 
 
I had already indicated that with twenty-
two nominations for their major works 
that this was a special achievement. 
However due to the late release of the 
HSC results and ATARs, I was not able 
to announce those specific achievements 
in 2019. 
 
We had three all-rounders ï Lidia de 
Manincor, Taylor Springett and Thomas 
Edmunds. These young people achieved 
over 90% in all five HSC subjects. Ms 
Longley deputy principal for Stage 6, 
tells me we could have had even more as 
there were at least another eight students 
who had four subjects over 90% and the 
fifth in the high eighties (often 89).  
 
Over 90% of the cohort were offered 
university places and many (over thirty) 
of the year group had already been 
offered early access to university even 
before they had sat an HSC examination. 
The students were very grateful for this 
initiative promoted by our careers 
adviser Mr Mew, as they indicated that it 
removed some stress and allowed them 
to focus and do well.  
 
There were many individual and subject 
achievements but I will mention the 
mathematics faculty. As you know our 
success in the creative and performing 
arts is wonderful and continues to be at 
the highest level; so it will be of interest 
for you to hear that our maths faculty 
was placed fifth of all comprehensive 
schools in NSW. A fabulous 
achievement for Ms Xue (HT maths) and 
her team. Languages again produced 

results that were stunning and with at 
least five languages on offer at all 
levels; this is an option for our students 
that many schools do not have. 
Language teachers consistently have 
students achieve in the top ten in the 
state.  
 
While drama is well-known for the 
consistently high performance of its 
students, this year one of our 
accelerated students in VET 
entertainment was placed in the top ten 
in the state. Congratulations to Patrick 
Blacker. Patrick also was nominated 
for Shape and achieved over 90% in 
design and technology! Patrick and 
Electra Currie-Brugnoli are the 2020 
school captains and with Lilli Kirwan 
and Parsa Mahdavi (vice-captains) are 
providing significant leadership in our 
school.  
 
New Staff 
As with every year, we welcome new 
staff to our school. In visual art ï 
Stephen Little, TAS ï Clare Diggins 
(textiles) and Graeme Stewart (IT 

timber), HSIE ï Jeremy Li (economics 
and business studies), English ï Noah 
Hodge and Jane Walker and mathematics 
ï Luke Harris.  
 
Finally, if you have any concerns related 
to a curriculum matter, I encourage you 
to speak to the HT of that subject area. 
For well-being issues, there are a number 
of areas that provide help including the 
Year Advisers, the Head Teachers for 
Stage 4, 5 or 6 and the three deputy 
principals for each Stage. Then of 
course, we have excellent school 
counsellors, Ms Tantalos and Ms Vine 
and of course I am always only an email 
or phone call away. 
 
So, in this Year of the Rat where the 
qualities of friendship, persistence and 
hard work are prized, I wish all students 

and their families a safe and successful 
year and it is fitting in this year that I 

conclude with the school motto ñOnly 
effort earns successò.   
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From the Deputy Principals 

FROM Neil Parsons, Tony Gahan, & Colette Longley, Deputy Principals 

With the long summer holidays now 
behind us, it has been wonderful to 
welcome the students back to the 2020 
academic year. The new Year 7 students 
are embracing their secondary school 
experience and, after a comprehensive 
orientation program are settling into their 
lessons and the organisation of the 
school day. This orientation program 
included sessions on research and study 
skills, mindfulness, project-based 
learning, accessing digital platforms and 
anti bullying with a special focus on 
being cyber safe. 
 

Our Year 8 students are rising to the 
challenge of no longer being the 
youngest group in the school and are 
assisting, along with our fabulous Peer 
Support group, in helping the new 
students adapt to Mosman High. It is 
evident from conversations with the Year 
8s that they clearly remember how they 
felt in the early days of their secondary 
education and are enthusiastic in 
supporting the Year 7s to integrate into, 
and to become a part of, the Stage 4 
cohort. 
 

The next few weeks are presenting a 
number of opportunities to meet parents 
and carers. It was good to engage in 
conversations and to establish 
connections with our parent community 
at the P&C Welcome Evening. There 
will be further opportunities at the 
upcoming Parent Forum evenings to 
discuss any questions that people might 
have about their childôs education. 
Furthermore, later on in the term in 
Week 9 the Year 7 Parent teacher night 
will enable parents and carers to discuss 
with teachers how their children are 
settling in and the progress they are 
making. 
 

The first term of the school year is 
always very full of events and activities. 
Our Year 7s were eagerly anticipating 
their camp which should have taken 
place during Week 3 at Narrabeen 
Institute of Sport. Unfortunately, due to 
extreme weather conditions, the camp 
has been postponed to a later date in the 
year. The camp is an integral part of the 
orientation process and, along with 
participating in numerous amazing 
activities, including canoeing, rock 
climbing, swimming, volleyball, archery, 
bushwalking and challenge ropes, 

students will make new friends and get 
to know their teachers. Moreover, 
students enjoy residing in the 
dormitory accommodation and eating 
in the canteen with their new 
companions - there is a varied menu 
here that will keep our hungry students 
well fed and ready to engage in more 
activities. Certainly, the experiences 
that the Year 7 students have at this 
camp will last with them throughout 
their school years, with stories still 
being enthusiastically recounted in 
Year 12 as they reflect upon their time 
at Mosman High School. 
 

A mantra that is often heard across the 
school, especially in assemblies, is for 
all students to make the most of the 
numerous and varied opportunities on 
offer to them in the school year. It is 
highly encouraged for students to get 
involved in school life and to 
demonstrate their skills and abilities to 
the community. All students will have 
the chance to participate and compete 
in the swimming carnival in Week 6 
and our annual cross country event in 
Week 11. Towards the end of this term, 
studentsô acting, dancing and musical 
prowess will be showcased in our 
annual Akoostikum Concert. There is 
always a good representation of Years 
7 and 8 students in these events and 
they will be encouraged to continue 
this trend for 2020.  
 
Definite highlights of the school year 
are the project based learning programs 
that students participate in. Stage 4 
Head Teacher, Ms Smith, and her 
dedicated team of teachers have created 
programs for both year groups. Year 7 
will spend time working on their óWild 
Thingô projects. Later in the year, the 
Year 8 students will engage with a 
program designed in collaboration with 
the Sydney Institute of Marine 
Sciences. 
 

Finally, because this is the first High 
Flyer of the year, it is appropriate to 
reiterate from last year that a challenge 
we all face in the advanced 
technological world of the 21st century 
is how to be good and responsible 
digital citizens, particularly regarding 
how we interact with each other on 
social media. It is imperative for our 
young students to be aware of how they 

use their devices and the issues that can 
arise from the lack of monitoring of 
interactions on the numerous social 
media applications that are available. 
Incredibly, an increasing number of 
children as young as 4 are accessing the 
internet. Clearly, most of our Year 7 and 
8 students will regularly be using this 
technology to communicate with their 
peers. Admittedly, the vast majority of 
these interactions will be positive and 
informative; however, there is a growing 
number of interactions that are negative 
and potentially destructive. Please 
consider the following recommended 
minimum age for the most popular 
platforms in Australia: 
 

Facebook - 13 
Messenger - 13 
Snapchat - 13 
Instagram - 13 
Twitter - 13 
 

A very useful website to consult is 
www.esafety.gov.au. This has a 
considerable amount of information on 
online safety together with guidelines on 
the usage time that young people should 
be allowed to have.  
 

Have an enjoyable and successful term. 
 

 

 

 
 

MOSMAN  
HIGH SCHOOL 

 
ATTENDANCE  

LINE 
 
8968 7602 

http://www.esafety.gov.au
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25 year 10s, three teachers, two camp 
international expedition leaders and 22 
days in Borneo Malaysia! After two 
plane journeys and two bus trips we 
arrived at Camp Bongkud. After 
getting used to the humidity, a 
welcome cultural performance from 
village members and cultural activities 
(learning traditional dance, Malay and 
traditional songs) we started preparing 
for our jungle trek. The rainforest, to 
our surprise is full of rain, with tarps 
on hammocks, hammocks filling up 
with water and students rolling out of 
them ï after the first night, lessons 
were learnt the hard way and the 
second night was a lot more 
comfortable. The clay terrain and 
dense jungle was almost impossible, 
but the teams supported each other, 
step-by-step, appreciating the beauty 
that surrounded us.  
 
After five days of constant mud and 
rain, students looked forward to cold 
bucket showers and hand washing all 
their mud-encrusted clothes back at 
camp.  
 
We left for a canopy walk and to bathe 
in the hot springs in the UNESCO 
world heritage site at the foot of Mt 
Kinabalu. After a fish pedicure we got 
straight into our project work: teaching 
English to local school students and 

School Excursion to Borneo 

working together to benefit projects 
nominated by the community, such 
as drainage for the roads and 
building retaining walls.  
 
The primary school was built by 
Camps International 9 years ago, 
before that, young members of the 
community did not go to school, but 
would marry at the age of 12. They 
are now fluent, can read and write in 
three languages, including English 
and their futures are full of potential. 
Students donated their gifts to the 
primary school ï a supply that could 
last years and they were thrilled to 
receive them.   
 
An early morning sunrise climb saw 
a group of our students breaking the 
time record for climbing Mt 
Bongkud, running up it in 20 
minutes! We then travelled to our 
remote second camp site by boatï 
Batu Puteh or jungle camp which 
was surrounded by macaques, 
gibbons and silver leaf monkeys, 
wild solitary orangutans, crocodiles, 
flying limas and butterflies as big as 
your face.  
 
We took a boat ride to reach our 
reforestation site, where teams had 
to clear the site, dig and plant a 
variety of different trees whilst GPS 

tracking and recording each tree. 
It was now time to visit the 
Sepilok Orangutan rehabilitation 
centre and Sun Bear Sanctuary. 
Watching the young orangutans 
play and roll about during feeding 
time was definitely a highlight. It 
was now time to venture to our 
last camp ï Tinangol, where 
students again broke records for 
their project work, 55 bags of 
cement moved in a couple of 
days.  
 
The communities were so friendly 
and welcoming and the kitchen 
mamas made us delicious 
traditional dishes! Our students 
made me proud to be their 
teacher.  
 
It really was the adventure of a 
lifetime, where students supported 
each other through adversity and 
stepped up to meet the challenges 
thrown at them as well as become 
leaders and role models in their 
own right. They have shown 
themselves to be mature, 
responsible and caring members 
of a global community and they 
have done their families, Mosman 
High and our community proud.  
 
 

FROM Mrs Papilos, Mr Papilos & Mr Toner 
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Mosman High students on a school excursion to Borneo 
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A RECAP OF VISUAL ARTSéé AND THE YEAR AHEAD 

Elliott Christmas ð Careless Consumption 

The Visual Arts Faculty had a very positive 
2019 school year, with students involved in 
an extensive range of curricular and 
curriculum-enrichment activities which 
showcased their talents and interests. 
 
Of particular note was the success of our 
2019 HSC students.  

Elliot Christmas will have his work 
on display in ARTEXPRESS, 2020. 
 
Overall, our 2019 Visual Art 
candidature was highly successful in 
their Higher School Certificate.  
                                                     
27/37 students presented in the top 

two Bands.  
 
This is an excellent result. 
  
 
 
 
 

VISUAL ARTS in 2020 
We welcome back Mr Edwards, Ms 
McCarthy, Miss Peniazeva, Miss Henry, 
Mr Grant and we welcome Mr Stephen 
Little to our faculty from Concord High 
School. 
 
Throughout 2020, students at Mosman 
High School will have the opportunity to 
participate in an extensive range of material 
practice and extra-curricular activities. 
 
Upcoming excursions and events are 
planned for Visual Arts, starting with Year 
11 visiting The Rocks on the 20/02/20 to 
sketch and photograph architecture and 

objects as a part of their body of 
work development for Term 1 and 
Year 12 will be attending Artexpress 
at Hazelhurst Gallery and the Art 
Gallery of NSW in early March 
followed by the other year groups 
who will attend excursions to enrich 
their art making and art studying as 
the year progresses. 
 
Welcome Year 7 to Mosman High 

School and Years 8-12 back to 

school.  

We look forward to another happy and 

successful year ahead for our Visual Arts 

students. 

FROM Fiona Ackerman, Head Teacher Visual Arts  
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Outstanding HSC Mathematics Results 
FROM Amy Xue, Head Teacher Mathematics  

Our HSC mathematics results were 
excellent across all courses in 2019. When 
analysing our School vs State Variation, 
our students achieved above the state mean 
across all four courses. 
 
In a list of comprehensive public schools, 
our 2019 HSC mathematics results ranked 
us 5th across the state. This success rate 
was calculated based on the number of 

students achieving top bands as a 
percentage of the number of students 
studying the course.  
 
Based on results in Mathematics, 
Mathematics Extension 1 and 
Mathematics Ext 2, 35% of our 
students achieved either a Band 6 or 
E4. 
 

Congratulations to our fabulous students 
and dedicated mathematics faculty for all 
their hard work! 
 

Our maths teachers working alongside our students during the Term 3 school holidays  

preparing for their HSC exams 

Student Wellbeing Update 
FROM Joshua Ferguson & Barry Oxby, Behaviour Activity Report Team  

What is a Behaviour Activity Report or 
Level?  

 

The Behaviour Activity Report is an online document 
that tracks student engagement across all aspects of 
school.  
 
The document aims to increase student engagement by 
triangulating support between staff, parent(s) /guardian
(s) and the student.  

How will I know if my son/daughter is on a 
Behaviour Activity Report or Level? 

 
You will receive an email from the teacher, Head Teacher 
or deputy detailing the subject that has requested for your 
son/daughter to be observed.  
 
The email contains a óview onlyô link to the unique level for 
that student.  

Dear (PARENT NAME) 
 
This email is to advise that (STUDENT NAME) /(PARENT NAME) has been placed on a level because of ongoing  
behaviour issues in (SUBJECT). Your assistance with the matter is appreciated and I look forward to working with you to 
improve (STUDENT NAME)ôs behaviour. 
 
This document is set to óView Onlyô, however, you will be able to refer to it and monitor progress. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Behaviour Activity Report Team 

The email contains the link that will take you straight to the  B.A.R. 
This allows greater access for parents to monitor students progress and provide guidance for  

improved behaviour. 
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Debating 2020 
 

FROM Bianca Glover, English Faculty 
 

 
I am please to inform everyone that we will be continuing our partnership with Masters Academy in debating 
throughout 2020. Sessions will continue to be held  Monday afternoons from 3:30 ï 4:30. Students of all abilities, even 
if you are a beginner, are welcome.  
 
Students can expect to engage in both theory and practical activities and will develop their manner, method and 
manner. Debating is a great activity to engage in for those who want to develop skills in public speaking, critical 
thinking and constructing arguments. 
 
Throughout the year, students will also have the opportunity to participate in debates against other local schools in the 
Premierôs Debating Challenge. After debating, I will provide feedback for students and this will be used in consultation 
with Masters to direct future sessions and skill development.  
 
If this sounds like it interests you, please come along to debating every Monday afternoon, 3:30 ï 4:30 in the library.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Miss Glover in the English staffroom. 

  


